St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of
our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at
www.Facebook.com/StlohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or at a later time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org






Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2026

PRELUDE, WELCOME,AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin,
and heals our lives.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you,
have mercy on us.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word,
have mercy on us.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit,
have mercy on us.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers,
have mercy on us.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world,
have mercy on us.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you
in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from Ezekiel.

" The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. * He led me all around them;
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. > He said to me, “Mortal,
can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” * Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. > Thus
says the Lord God to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °|
will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the Lord.”



7So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. % looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there
was no breath in them. ® Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” *° | prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

" Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” * Therefore prophesy
and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves and bring you
up from your graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. * And
you shall know that | am the Lord when | open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. * | will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. * Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. > So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”



> Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there

again?” ? Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during
the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. * But those who walk at
night stumble because the light is not in them.” " After saying this, he told them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” * The disciples said
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” * Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. * Then
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. * For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” *® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four

days. " Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ' and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. ** When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at

home. * Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. ** But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” * Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.” *> Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *° and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” *” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

*® When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ** And when she heard it, she got up quickly
and went to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw
Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. ** When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” *» When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” * Jesus began to weep. *° So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!” ¥ But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?”



3® Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” *° Jesus
said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *' So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for
having heard me. ** | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” ** When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

* Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did
believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is the Life from O Blessed Spring 52
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Christ i1s the life be - yond all time, cre - a-tion’s birth and breath,
Christ 1s the death, the sink - ing down past all de - sire and fear,

Christ 1s the death of dust - y days of un-cre - a - tive strife,
Christ 1s the life, in whose wise love cre - a-tion lives and dies
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whose la - bor brings all things to  be and brings all things to  death.

whose prom-ise  in  the gen - tle dark bids new-ness to  ap - pear.

for out from fire we tread up - on the thresh-old of new life.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Mo

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE We share the peace with those who are with us in our homes or
wherever we are located. We also pray for peace for and with all those
with whom we join in worship, despite the fact that we are scattered.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

ANTHEM Brother James’ Air (The Lord’s My Shepherd) Giamanco
Mary Manges, Flute



OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options
for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet
camera, or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God,

maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain
and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring life to your children. Receive these
offerings of ourselves and our possessions, and through your gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.


http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you,
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life and
calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your love
and faithfulness.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them
steadfast love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living Vine,
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.
Your mercy endures forever.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a blessing.
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to serve the
world with mercy and love.

With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION MUSIC I Love to Tell the Story Traditional

Mary Manges, Soloist

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God our creator, who calls all things into

existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains

creation, + bless you and keep you, now and always.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to

POSTLUDE

God!
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